Biology Lesson Plans
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	Enduring Understandings:  Students will understand that behaviors and traits result from the interaction of our genes and our environment.  The discussion of nature vs. nurture in is a central idea in learning what makes us who we are.  Genetics is a fast-paced and ever-changing field full of ethical dilemmas.

	Engage:  

Question:  I have unattached earlobes and my wife has attached.  What will our kids have?  Discuss genetic traits such as unattached earlobes (D), widows peak (D), mid-digit hair (D), straight thumb (D), tongue-rolling (D)
Students watch GATTACA as discrepant event in an ethics-focused genetics unit.
	Engage:

Students watch GATTACA as discrepant event in an ethics-focused unit on genetics.

	Engage

Students watch GATTACA as discrepant event in an ethics-focused unit on genetics.

	Engage


	Engage



	Explore:

Weekly WebCT Discussion:  Find and summarize a genetics-related article from 2007 read and reply to 2 others.
	Explore:


	Explore:

Go through GATTACA study guide as a class.


	Explore:

Go through GATTACA study guide as a class.


	Explore

Chapter 11-1 and 11-2, Read p. 263 and 264 together as a class.  Students have classtime to read and do the “guides for reading” for these 2 sections.

	Explain:


	Explain


	Explain


	Explain
Hand out GATTACA essay rubric.  

Students have worktime to compose an essay based in the ethics themes running through GATTACA.

	Explain



	Elaborate


	Elaborate


	Elaborate


	Elaborate


	Elaborate


	Evaluate


	Evaluate


	Evaluate

GATTACA Study guide class discussion.
	Evaluate


	Evaluate

Weekly WebCT Discussion Due by 8pm. 
Essay due at the beginning of class.

	Standards:  See curriculum map.


